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From the

I Peter 3:18 “But grow in grace
and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To
him be glory both now and for
ever.”

On Thursday, December 7th, the
deacons and pastors met for their
regular monthly meeting. At the
end of the meeting I asked each
deacon to share what they felt
the need of the church was or
their burden for 2012. One or
two weeks prior to the meeting I
had asked Pastor Don that same
question as well. At that time I
shared with him my burden or
thoughts. One concept kept
sticking out “like a sore thumb”
as we both agreed.

So when we were at the deacons
meeting [ threw out a bunch of
possible ideas. As we went
around the table listening to their
hearts, something amazing hap-
pened. It’s always amazing to
see the Holy Spirit take over!

To the man, each one individu-
ally and uniquely expressed the
same idea or burden. The heart
of the pastors and deacons be-
lieved the greatest need in our
midst was that of “discipleship”.
Now I know we do a lot of work
in some areas discipling our peo-
ple, but not all areas, nor always
consistently. Of course being a
disciple is really up to the indi-
vidual. The Lord is already in the

business of making disciples of
those willing to follow.
Someone might ask, so why dis-
cipleship? Or think, “I’m ok”. Or
“I’m better off than so and so0.”
The reality is that the call to be a
disciple of Christ has no final
arrival or plateau. Being a disci-
ple of Christ is a life long com-
mitment no matter our intellect,
career, marriage status, or even
work in the church.
Ok then, someone might re-
spond, but why would the pas-
tors and deacons think that this is
a need? The answer, if we’re
truthful should be obvious. Let
me express what the pastors and
deacons observe as we get older
and desire to see a people ready
for the days ahead.
I believe the need is observable
in our folks in the following four
ways:
1. Our Homes—seldom is there
a family altar
Our Homes—seldom do our
children experience family
sacrifice and answered
prayer
2. Our Walk—some of our
folks are living a double life
of secret sins or overtly.
Our Walk—most of our
folks have an erratic
relationship with Jesus or
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Verse Of the Month:
“ Now faith is the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence

of things not seen.”
Hebrews 1:1

each other. We all seem to
struggle with misplaced
priorities.

3. Our Attention or Maturity

Level—Too many people
want this world’s allure-
ments, things, music,
dress, etc.
Some are narcissistic-oops!
Many are not preparing
themselves for change,
leadership or ministry.

4. Our Knowledge—Far too
many Christians don’t
know God’s Word. They
have plateaued, forgotten,
or don’t STUDY for
God’s approval. That is a
big reason why they’re
being “tosses about...”

There is work to do and little
time before Jesus comes. Great
change, hardships, and chal-
lenges lay ahead for us. The
future is not for the faint-
hearted or weak Christians, but
those true disciples of Christ!

“But they that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up
with wings as eagles; they
shall run, and not be weary,
and they shall walk, and not
faint.” Isaiah 40:31
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“Walk In Newness...”

As we come to the beginning of
the new year, let us approach it
with a determination to begin
anew to serve our Savior with
our whole heart!

Ecclesiastes 1:9 says, “The thing
that hath been it is that which
shall be; and that which is done
is that which shall be done: and
there is no new thing under the
sun.”

We’ve often heard that history
repeats itself. Folks tend to make
the same mistakes over and over,
take the same route to reach their
destinations, and reach the same
conclusions again and again.
They go on through life with
pretty much the same attitudes,
mindset, and purpose. It is just
easier to go the same way and to
think the same way, because it
doesn’t require them to form
new habits and they’re enjoying
their “comfort zones”. The natu-
ral man is satisfied taking the
same easy way through life.

But, should that be said of Chris-
tians? Shouldn’t we be con-
cerned that we are living our
lives to please God, to know the
will of God and to live according
to it? When we accept Christ as
our personal Savior many new
things take place:

“If any man be in Christ, he is a
new creature, behold, all things
are become new.” I Cor. 5:17

Wise Wards for Wamen

Ephesians 4:23 tells us to “..be
renewed in the spirit of your
mind;” and goes on to say, “And
that ye put on the new man,
which after God is created in
righteousness and true holi-
ness...putting away lying, speak
every man truth with his
neighbor...be angry and sin
not...neither give place to the
devil...let no corrupt communica-
tion proceed out of your
mouth...and grieve not the Holy
Spirit of God, whereby ye are
sealed unto the day of redemp-
tion...let all bitterness and wrath,
and anger, and clamor, and evil
speaking, be put away from you,
with all malice...and be ye kind
one to another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, even as
God for Christ’s sake hath for-
given you.”

Renewing the spirit of our minds
requires a desire on our part to
be renewed. God does His part in
the process but we must be open
to the work of the Holy Spirit
upon our heart and mind. Chap-
ter 5 of Ephesians begins with
the following admonition: “Be
ye therefore, followers of God,
as dear children; And walk in
love, as Christ also hath loved
us,” “Now are ye light in the
Lord: walk as children of
light...Redeeming the time, be-
cause the days are evil.”
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The psalmist said
in 40:3, “He hath
put a new song in
my mouth, and
33:3 “Sing to him
a new song.”
Paul said in Romans
6:4, “...even so we
also should walk in newness of
life” and 7:6, “...that we should
serve in newness of spirit.”
Have you been saved for many
years? Have you lost your enthu-
siasm for serving the living God?
Is Jesus still your best Friend? Or,
have you put others before Him?
John 13:34-35, “A new command-
ment [ give unto you, that ye love
one another, as I have loved you,
that ye also love one another. By
this shall all men know that ye are
my disciples, if ye have love one
to another.”
How do we rate with this com-
mandment? Do we love all men
or are we guilty of prejudice? Do
we love with the love Jesus loves?
Remember Lamentations 3:22-33,
“It is of the Lord’s mercies that
we are not consumed, because his
compassions fail not. They are
new every morning: great is thy
faithfulness!” As we begin this
New Year, may we be found
faithful, grateful, joyful, with a
song in our hearts, praising, serv-
ing and sharing our great Savior.
Alda Rabe
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It’s been a very busy time since
the last Chronicle with a teen
event and two teen church ser-
vices. We started off November
19th with an ice cream social at
the Nicholson’s house. Our num-
bers were a little down but a lot
of fun was had by all. There were
bananas, ice cream, and toppings
galore. 1 think I gained ten
pounds; because at my advanced
age | can no longer run it off as
the teens do. We had fun with a
mind game, then ended with de-
votions by Mr. Nicholson. We’d
like to thank the Nicholson’s for
their time and effort. Praise God
for them!

Teen Rally

Saturday, January 28
@ Faith, La Crosse

“Why I Need to Watch Who My
Friends Are” by Caleb Walz,
(Continued from page 5)
not fall, even if he hung around
with those same boys. However he
fell into his sin again and so his
father sent him back to the boys’
home. When he got back home for
the second time he, once again
went around with his old friends
and fell into drugs again, and on
the cycle went.
This gives us a real life example of
how friends can make all the dif-

& TEEN TAIK

On November 20th we had our
teen service in the evening when
the teens completely took over
the entire service. Mr. Gilson
led songs, the teens collected
offering, and various teens
spoke about the ministry groups:
Angie Mainu with Soldiers for
Christ; Anna Rae Schielie with
the Senior Saints group; Austin
Coleman with the Missions
group. The Puppet team did a
puppet and drama show/skit. It
all went very well. The Lord
always seems to work in us. Our
very special speaker was Mr.
Jacob Bauer, our senior boy. .
My heart was blessed and hope-

ference in the world in how we
act, how we live our life, and
how we treat our loved ones.
Benjamin Franklin once said,
“Be slow in choosing a friend,
and slower in changing friends.”
This has lots of truth and I think
this goes hand in hand with what
the Bible says. It is important
that you choose Godly friends
that will help you through the
hard times, as well as the good.
Henry Ford said, “My best
friend is the one who brings out
the best in me.” This quote is
true to life because if you spend
time with people who steal and
do drugs, pretty soon you will
too. You have to ask yourself if
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fully the congregation’s as well.
The last service was the annual
Sunday School Christmas Pro-
gram. The children did a splendid
job on their part of the program.
The teens part of the program
was the singing of three songs by
the teen choir directed by Mr.
Gilson. Josh Gilson and Austin
Coleman did a reading about the
birth and death of Jesus. Three
more songs by the teen choir
were sung to close the program.
I would like to thank the teens
and helpers for the good job they
did for the Lord. I look forward
to a slower month in January!

Mr. Gilson

this is the direction in which you
want to take your life.

Helen Keller once said, “My best
friends have made the story of my
life, in a thousand ways they have
turned my limitations into beauti-
ful privileges, and enabled me to
walk serene and happy in the
shadow cast by my deprivation.” |
think that it is important that we
choose friends who will stick with
us no matter what. That is very
self-evident in Helen Keller’s life
that no matter what anyone said
about her, she still had friends that
would stick by her. But if you can-
not find earthly friends, always
remember that Jesus Christ is the
best friend you could ever have.
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Read: Matthew 27:27-31

What do we do when others tease
us? Jesus knows exactly how it
feels. Look at what the governor’s
soldiers did to him. They made
fun if Him, spat on Him and hit
Him. Jesus, though, did not re-
spond to them. He didn’t answer
them back or hit them back. He
knew the truth about who He was
and what His Father (God)
thought of Him. He would have
felt embarrassed and hurt by what
the soldiers were saying and do-
ing to Him—but He would have

“Why | Need to Watch Who My Friends Are” T - B - A -

Kid’'s Korner

also felt sorry for them because
He knew they didn’t know what
they were doing. People often
say or do mean things to us, be-
cause they don’t understand how
it hurts. They also don’t know or
believe in God, so they make fun
of what they don’t understand.
When others do this to us, we
need to remind ourselves what
God thinks of us. Talk it over
with Jesus and with your parents
to help you remember the truth
about who you are—because
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God thinks you’re AWESOME!

Do not let any unwholesome talk
come out of your mouth but that is
helpful for building others up ac-
cording to their needs, that it may
benefit those who listen.

Ephesians 4:29 “Let no corrupt
communication proceed out of
your mouth, but that which is good
to the edifying...”

Lord it hurts when I get teased
When others call me names.
Help me, Lord, to know the truth
And to not respond the same.

Report

One should choose his friends wisely
not only because the Bible tells us to
but because the people we spend time
with influences the decisions we make.
They can draw you away from God or
help you be closer to Him. Ps. 1:1 says
“Blessed is the man that walketh not in
the counsel of the ungodly, nor
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sit-
teth in the seat of the scornful.” This
verse tells us that we are not going to
be blessed if we spend time with sin-
ners. Pro. 13:20 says “He that walketh
with wise men shall be wise: but a
companion of fools shall be de-
stroyed.” This tells us that we should
spend time with wise people so that we
will be wise, but if you have a friend
who is a fool you will become one too.
Pro. 27:17 says “Iron sharpeneth iron;
so a man sharpeneth the countenance
of his friend.” This verse tells us that
when we spend time with wise people

we will not be a fool and we will help
them to become even smarter. Pro.
22:24-25 says “Make no friendship
with an angry man; and with a furious
man thou shalt not go; Lest thou learn
his ways, and get a snare to thy soul.”
These verses tell us that we shouldn’t
be friends with men who are angry or
you might become like him and be
angry and furious, angry meaning a
man who gets mad at people very
fast. All these verses have something
in common; they all say that when
you spend time with certain people
you will act like them. This goes
along with a chapel message that Pas-
tor Ewers preached.

A boy he knew was hanging around
with other boys who did drugs and he
fell into the same sins and was sent to
a boys’ home. Later, he ended up get-
ting saved. When he got home he
thought he would not fall, and could

This is an essay written
by Caleb Walz, 9th grade.
The article is continued
right across the page on
the bottom of page 4.
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(The following is the conclusion
of the personal testimony of
Patricia (Dalton) Tobin)

I had met Ron Tobin (a junior at
Whitewater—U.W.W.) in 1971,
my freshman year, while playing
guitar at the commons coffee and
snack shop. I was with my ac-
tor/musician friends. He came up
and asked to borrow my guitar.
That was March and by October
we were a committed couple with
plans to ‘meet the folks’ and set a
date to wed. My traditional Catho-
lic/Methodist family were suspi-
cious of Ron’s and my “Hippie
lifestyle” and talk. His Catholic
school teacher, businessman, law-
yer family were suspicious of me.
Both families contended we were
much too young and mis-matched
economically.

That October 31st, after our life-
changing meeting and conversion
to Christ as “born-again saved
Christians, people around us
started to see a lot of changes in
where we went, and what we said
and did! We were SO “hungry” to
tell others about a “new life in
Christ”! No more “Party—Life”,
lots of Bible study—church hunt-
ing for something, someone that
taught the “Born Again” Bible
lifestyle! Our parents were still

Father/Son Banquet
January 21, 6:30 pm.

Craig Comstock, Speaker

News Flash

suspicious but liked the commit-
ment to traditional living and
school and God.

When we left that “Magic Show”
with Evangelist/Magician Andie
Cole, our decision to turn 100 %
around to live for Jesus Christ
and to be His disciples, changed
everything forever. Ron and I
studied at college harder, got bet-
ter paying jobs, changed our
daily habits, read the Bible daily
and had thoughts of missions
afar! We borrowed Bibles from
the library in Whitewater and
studied hungrily! We looked for
two years to find a Bible preach-
ing church and born-again people
of godly lives. We attended, got
baptized in Whitewater and put
our testimonies of salvation and
change in the local “Peach Ad-
vertiser” paper. Ron spoke to
many teen groups and adults
about “Life in Christ” changes. In
1974, Ron and I moved to Water-
town, WI. He went to M.B.B.C.
Bible college. By then we had
our first child and lived meagerly
in a small rural former milking
shed—turned 1 1/2 bedroom
apartment. When Ron finished
his 4th year at Maranatha and
graduated, he felt called to mis-
sions. We had three little ones
and Ron worked 2 jobs, but God
moved us out of our “Comfort
Zone” - to help build Inner-city
mission churches in Fort Lauder-
dale, Florida in the summer 1977.
We lived and worked there for 3
1/2 years and then God moved us

Tomah Baptist Chronicle

back up north to Tomahawk,
Wisconsin, to Berean Baptist
Church. Ron and I were called
to be their pastor/pastor’s wife.
He tested our faith, and paid
for the move back up north by
offerings and donations from
retired believers we worked
with and our home church in
Fort Lauderdale!
God used us to rebuild Berean
Baptist Church from twelve
people to over seventy strong
believers in seven years.
Then God moved us to Tomah
Baptist Church and Crossroads
Christian Academy when our
children were 14, 12, and 10, in
June, 1987.
All our children are grown,
saved, married and living and
working for God’s work in
their families.
We continue to grow and seek
God’s work here in Tomah,
Wisconsin. May God use these
words to move men’s hearts to
seek Him and be saved!

Pat Tobin

(Editor’s Note)

If you would like to share your
testimony of your salvation
experience or how God has
worked in your heart and life,
please talk to Pastor Don Root
and he will arrange for having
your story printed in a future
Chronicle issue.
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Dates to
Remember

Building fund Offering
Communion

Film Service—pm
Ministry Calling

Deacon Meeting

8 Light Bearing Ministry

10 Women’s Missions Fellow.
14 Trustee Meeting

21 Father/Son Banquet

22 Missionary Craig Comstock
22 Annual Business Meeting
25 Maranatha Praisemen

28 Teen Rally—Faith, La X
29 Communion

~J W = = =

You Prayed For Me

Page 7

Missionaries of the Month

January’s missionaries of the
month are John and Joyce Raehl
our missionaries to Brazil. Their
prayer letters are always interest-
ing. Joyce had been back to care
for her ailing father and to help
move him into her sister Jan’s
home in October and November,
2010. On January 17th she was
called with the news of his pass-
ing. He was buried on January
22 in Fridley, Minnesota. She
was able to help him celebrate
his 90th birthday while there in
November. She also visited fam-
ily in the area.

John is kept busy with church

Just Thinking

You prayed for me. You did not know
my need, or that my heart was very sore
indeed, or that I had a fear I could not
quell. You sensed that with me all was
not quite well, and so—you prayed for
me!

You prayed for me. My path had
seemed so black, and yet I knew there
was no turning back; then, in my loneli-
ness | felt God near, and down the long,
dark road a light showed clear, because
you prayed for me!

You prayed for me. God did Himself
attend—honored the intercessions of
my friend; and as your prayer, like in-
cense sweet, did soar, He did, in love,
on me a blessing pour, the day you
prayed for me!

~Selected

The church exists for
a double purpose—
gathering them in and
sending them out.

planting as well as administra-
tive duties with BIMI—Brazil,
and MBIB—mission agency
sending Brazilian missionaries.
John disciples, counsels, and
trains nationals for the work of
the ministries, as well as work-
ing with pastors. The church
plants are going well: (Jarim
Florianopolis Church, Areas,
and Morada da Serra Churches)
John also works tirelessly as-
sisting with the various retreats
at the Maranatha Camp Pro-
gram, and pastors’ meetings.
They were here to report last
year in October.

All Church

Christmas Caroling
December 14

For the record

Monthly General
Fund

Monthly Missions
Fund
Year-to-date
General Fund
Year-to-date

November Offerings

November # of Wks Budget
§ 16,643 4 $ 18,300
$ 2,256 4 § 3,250
$189,559 $201,300
§ 27,744 $ 35,750

Missions Fund (Does not reflect $100 transferred
weekly from General Fund to Missions)
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1701 Hollister Avenue
Tomah, WI 54660
Phone: 608372-2071
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Light Bearing Ministry —January 8
Father/Son Banquet—January 21
Missionary Craig Comstock—January 22
Maranatha Praisemen—Wed., January 25

The Church That

Cares For You JANUARY BIRTHDAYS -ANNIVERSARIES

Independent Birthdays:
Fundame?nt'al 1/2  Landon Nicholson 1/28  Juli Tobin
Evangehstlc 1/7 Janet Lucas 1/30 Jessica Manske
Church Ministries: 1/7  Kylie James ANNIVERSARYS:
Tomah Baptist Academy 1/8  Jerry N;lson 1/6  Eric & Louisa Mainu
K-12 1/9 Kyle Pries 1/14 Charles & Jeannie Otto

Larry Nicholson, 19 Jessica Christensen 1/21  Joshua & Beverly Shaddox

Principal 1/9 ~ Mark Mainu 1/30  Kevin & Terri Lawver

. . 1/10 Kathy Nelson
Tomah Baptist Institute 1/12 Lowell Hanson

Television Broadcast: . .
Sports Channel—Sunday, };}i g)(;ﬁuéuljﬁier Co ng ratu Iatlons
I—3 p.m. 1/17 Mary Stockwell
Mid-Week Children & 1/18 John James January Birthstone
Youth Ministries 1/18  Patsy Callaway Garnet

1/20  Betty Kuttah

Christian Counseling :
1/20 Rose Zickefoose

Prison Ministry

January Flower of the Month

. . 1/21  Ava May Carnation
Discipleship Prqgram 1721 Jim Frei January Color of the Month
Reformers Unanimous 1/23  Greg Wallace White
Addiction Ministry 125 Jacob Bauer

1/28 E.J. Mainu



