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“It’s Family Vacation Bible Time” 
 

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth.”  II Timothy 2:15   “O how I love thy law! It is my 
meditation all the day.”   Psalm 119:97 
Several years ago I attended a seminar for changing our Sun-
day School method to the way we do it now. One of the 
things I remember came from a speaker who had a large 
church in the South. He gave a report card for us Independent 
Baptists. Basically, he said we get a high B or A– for reach-
ing people with the gospel, and low C or D for discipling and 
keeping what we win. 
That struck a chord with me, as I knew from my experiences 
as an assistant pastor during the “big bus days” or a mission-
ary it was true. I had been well trained in school and by the 
missionary I worked under in Florida. Time and again one 
could witness the falling away of some poor believers by 
Satan’s trickery, or the newest fad of the day in Churchianity. 
Usually they would follow after some new exciting place 
hoping to stimulate their immature faith with any sweet 
sounding thing. 
What amazes me even today are those Christians so “soon 
removed.” Perhaps it was a friendship, or a hissy fit, or a root 
of bitterness. It seems to matter little as the outcome is the 
same. Too many saints are “hooked on a feeling” instead of 
“the faith once delivered” (truth). 
In order to assist our families we instituted many years ago a 
Family Vacation Bible Time. For the children and teens they 
are more like Evangelistic Crusades. Occasionally the teens 
will join the adults if the subject is needful. Next year will be 
such an occasion, with the subject of music. 
This year as both a training seminar and an outreach, the 
adults will be challenged and trained in Creationism vs. Evo-
lution. Without that foundational knowledge there can be no 
basis for our faith. This seminar will be conducted by Evan-
gelist Gerald Whitely, Jr. 
Brother Whitely was born in Beckley, West Virginia, and 
moved to Maryland at the age of five. After graduating from 
high school, he attended Tennessee Temple College, graduat-
ing with majors in English and Bible and a minor in music. 
He taught junior and senior high school at Berean Academy 
and Calvary Christian School for 14 years before going into 
missions in 1990 to Romania. After messages on biblical 
origins, interest in creation science grew. He developed a 
series to use for evangelism. He has presented it in several 
foreign countries as well as churches and schools in America. 
Meetings in America support the mission trips overseas. 
Brother Whitely’s goal is to strengthen the faith of the saints 
while evangelizing the lost. Creation science is not just infor-
mation, but a powerful weapon in the battle for the hearts and 
minds of this generation.   
I hope all of our adults will attend and bring someone new! 

Verse of the Month—Psalm 105:4-5 
“Seek the Lord, and his strength: seek his face evermore. Remember his marvel-

ous works that he hath done; his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth.” 

Wise Words for Women 
 

 
“God’s Precious Lessons” 

 
It’s funny how when I least expect it, God sees fit to teach me a 
lesson that has a profound and very lasting impression on me. One 
night as my family was sitting down for dinner I set out paper 
plates. Jerry doesn’t like to use paper plates so I set out a glass 
plate for him to use. That’s when it hit me…...Christians are a lot 
like plates. 
First, take the inexpensive paper plate. They are not strong and 
they cannot hold much before falling apart. This reminded me of a 
baby Christian, one who is new in the faith or one who has never 
grown. They cannot handle the “meat” of the Word and they need 
extra support when they are going through a trial. 
Next take the Styrofoam plate. It is stronger than the paper plate, 
yet you still cannot cut meat on it. These plates are like the Chris-
tian who is starting to grow. They are being strengthened in the 
Word; they are learning the promises of God and starting to use 
them, and they are experiencing the power of prayer. However, 
they still need much support and encouragement from other be-
lievers. They have not yet been hardened in their faith. 
Then you have your everyday glass plates. They have been used so 
often that the pattern is starting to wear off. They have been 
chipped and may even be cracked. These plates are like Christians 
who have been through fiery trials. They have been through diffi-
cult times and have learned to walk even closer to the Lord. The 
fire has hardened their faith, it has made them strong, and they are 
no longer tossed about with every wind of doctrine that blows. 
These Christians are also used by the Lord. They are not afraid to 
show their imperfections; they get to work and get things done for 
the Lord. 
Then you have the fine china that many ladies have in their cabi-
nets. You know, the plates that you only get out for special occa-
sions. (The plates with the pretty flowers, the delicate ones, the 
ones the kids and husband are not allowed to wash.) These plates 
remind me of the Christians who have been through the fire; they 
are strong in their beliefs and hold a wealth of knowledge and wis-
dom. Yet, these Christians, for some reason or another have put 
themselves on a shelf. They are not being used of God. They are 
not serving the Lord on a daily basis. They just sit there on their 
shelf collecting dust. 
After all of this I had to ask myself, “What kind of plate am I?” I 
want to be one of the everyday plates that has the pattern half 
gone. I want to be used and to be useful in the service of my Lord! 
                                                                       Karen Holvick 
 
I will serve Thee because I love Thee; You have given life to me. 
I was nothing before You found me; You have given life to me. 
Heartaches, broken pieces, ruined lives are why You died on Cal-
vary. Your touch was what I longed for; You have given life to 
me.  



  

 
 
 
 
 
 

             

 

         

 
2009 High School Graduates 

 
It’s graduation time again. This year our church 
has 3 high school graduates. They have all been in 
the youth group and active in ministries of our church. I am ex-
cited to see what God will do as they continue to submit to His 
will. Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, 
and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways ac-
knowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”  
 
Andrew Holvick is the second son of Jerry and Karen Holvick. 
He will be graduating from Tomah Baptist Academy on Sunday, 
May 31st. His current plans are to continue at Tomah Baptist Insti-
tute this coming semester and the following semester to finish his 
general education courses at a technical college. He plans to com-
plete his degree in Children’s Ministries at a Baptist Bible college 
in the following year. We have enjoyed having Andrew’s enthusi-
asm and faithful work in the youth group. He is a leader and the 
Lord can greatly use him as Andrew continues to yield to Him. 
 
Derrick Larson will be graduating from home school this year. 
He is the oldest son of David and Roxane Larson of Wilton, WI. 
He is praying for God’s direction and leading for his future. I have 
observed a tremendous work ethic in Derrick as he has grown. He 
has a quiet spirit, but a great attitude. He has been faithful all six 
years of youth group. We appreciate Derrick’s heart and pray that 
he will continue to let God direct his path. 
 
Amanda Wilcox will graduate from Tomah High School this 
year. Amanda started coming to our church a few years ago when 
Mr. And Mrs. Chuck and Jeannie Otto started witnessing to her 
about Christ and her need for a Savior. Amanda has a sweet spirit, 
a loving heart and willingness to help wherever needed. We are so 
pleased to see Amanda finish well despite many personal trials 
along the way. It shows true diligence and perseverance on her 
part to finish well and be faithful to church. We will continue to 
pray for Amanda as she grows in Christ and yields to His will for 
her life. 
 
Their families would greatly appreciate your support for these 
graduates at their commencement exercises and open houses. 
Please pray for each of them as they develop in this next phase of 
life. They all have training and abilities to be an important part of 
the ministry of any local church God places them in. 
                                                 
                                                                        Pastor Jaeson Tobin 
 

~~~TEEN EVENTS FOR JUNE~~~ 
 

June 21 –24  Teen VBS—6:30 p.m. nightly 
 
June 28th   Teen Afterglow at Pastor Ron Tobin’s home  
 

 
 
 
 

  

     Kid’s Corner         

“RIGHT PLACE” 
 

“The steps of a good man are ordered by the 
Lord: and he  delighteth in his way.”    Psalm 37:23 
They were in the right place, on the wrong day. Or so it would 
seem. The Dayspring Chorale, a traveling high school singing 
group, arrived at a nursing home for a Thursday concert. However, 
the folks at the home were expecting them on Friday. But, they 
said if the group could get set up fast, they could sing for 20 min-
utes. Then they’d have to stop for a memorial service for one of the 
residents. 
The singers hurriedly got ready and sang, and as they did, the son 
of the man who had died heard them. When they were done, he 
asked if they could sing at his dad’s service. They gladly agreed 
and ministered hope and truth to all who attended. God used these 
young people in a special way—all because of a secretarial error. 
But, was it a mistake?  
We carefully make schedules so we can be where we think we 
should be. But we always need to keep in mind the words of Solo-
mon, “A man’s heart plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps.” 
(Proverb 16:9) 
Do we seek ministry in life’s unplanned schedule changes? Do we 
turn detours into guided tours of what He wants to do through us? 
If we’re doing God’s will, we’ll be in the right place. Then, wher-
ever we are, we can point people to Him. 

Teen TALK 

n
Kindergarten brings a big change for child and mother. I believe 
our son, Jim, audited Kindergarten at least two years as his 
mother taught K at the Christian school in Portage. There came a 
fall date when we had to officially enroll him. Mother grew misty
-eyed as Jim became a real student! I have asked our retiring K 
teacher, Mrs. Tobin, to write this month’s article. 
2008-2009 has been a great year! Five students have enrolled in 
K-5; one boy and four girls. They have been enrolled in the A 
Beka DVD program with Mrs. Bere and I have had the pleasure 
of being their classroom facilitator. Jack B., Emily A., Meg H., 
Emily E., and Ruthie O. learned many new skills, facts, and con-
cepts in a very short time. They can color, paint, draw, stencil, 
tape, glue, and staple. Molding in clay and cutting with scissors 
are two additional skills they have mastered. They count numbers 
and money, add and subtract by ones, two’s, fives, tens, to one 
hundred! They have learned to cooperate in play and work. We 
have emphasized the use of wise-words and the importance of 
helping one another in a team effort. 
The students can recognize patterns and order, shapes and se-
quencing. Habitats around the world have been studied. Bat, bug, 
bird, and bear facts are known. Over 50 History, Bible, and Fun 
Songs have been learned. Fifteen poems have been learned and 
twenty community helpers identified. We have studied the 10 
Commandments, Heroes in the Bible, Great American Leaders, 
and thirty+ Bible verses. Each of these students have read at an 
advanced K-First grade level. Each one has made a profession of 
personal salvation. I want to close my report by thanking the par-
ents of my students. They have been wonderful helpers through-
out the year. It has been an honor and blessing to serve as the 
facilitator teacher for their precious children.                              
                                            Praising Jesus,      Mrs. Pat Tobin 

T.B.A. Comments 
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"A Message of Hope, Peace and Joy" 

BIRTHDAYS:  
1 Tim Haines 
2 Kelvin Maysonett 
4 Roxane Larson 
5 James Bauer 
6 Betty Felts 
9 Karen Otto 
12 Phil Braman 
12   Joel Rabe 
12 Jack McGinnis 
15    Sheila Murray 
16 Christina Derkez 
19 Angel Zellmer 
21 Donnie Henriksen 
23 Karen Braman 
23    Karen Holvick 
25 Kevin Rabe 
26 Joy Brooks 
27 Cara Schielie 
28 Julie Dunford 
29   Charlene Rabe 
29 Linda Hanson 
30 Chuck Otto 
Anniversaries: 
16 Paul & Janet Lucas 
18 Don & Bonnie Wallace 
20 Tim & Connie Haines 
27 Dale & Carol Brooks 
29   Brian & Shannon James 
 

Congratulations! 

 

News Flash   

                                      

 

For The Record 
April Offerings 

                                    April    Budget 
Monthly General    $  13,794   $ 17,616 
Fund 
Monthly Missions   $   2,299   $   3,050                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Fund 
Year-to-date            $   64,420 $ 70,464 
General Fund 

 

 

MARK THESE DATES 
 1         Ministry Calling 
 2         TBA Awards Night 
 6         Deacons Meeting 
 7         Building Fund Offering 
 7         Promotion Sunday 
 7         Singspiration 
 9         Women’s Missionary Fellowship 
10      Care Center Service 
13      Trustee Meeting 
13         VBS Canvassing 
20         VBS Canvassing 
21         Fathers’ Day 
21/24    Family Vacation Bible School 
28       Communion                                       
Our Missionary of the Month for June is 
Larry Pieri, bringing the Gospel to the 
land of Italy. His wife, Marilyn passed 
away this past year due to cancer. They 
have a son Joseph and a daughter, Faith. 
Both of them are active in the ministry 
and have been a great comfort to their 
father. They plan to return to the States 
to continue with their education this fall. 
The Pieri’s have been serving in Italy for 
the past several years, in church plant-
ing. Please pray for Brother Larry and 
his  family.   

June 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 

“2009 Vacation Bible School”  
VBS at Tomah Baptist will be a week later 
than usual due to the late public school clos-
ing dates. This years VBS will be June 21 -
24, Sunday to Wednesday, at 6:30 p.m. 
nightly. We will run separate programs for 
children in grades 1 —6, teens, and adults, in 
addition to providing preschool and nursery 
program for the benefit of parents in atten-
dance. The story behind the evangelists is 
interesting.  
We have arranged for Evangelist Brian 
Clay to do this year’s children’s program. 
Brother Clay sent his promotional brochure 
to us over a year ago when Dr. Ron Comfort 
was holding evangelist meetings at our 
church. He graduated from Ambassador 
Baptist Bible College, of which Dr. Comfort 
is founder and president. He is a friend of 
Paul Oatsvall, a graduate of TBA and son of 
Pastor and Mrs. Delbert Oatsvall of First 
Baptist  in New Lisbon. Upon contacting 
Baptist Youth Mission for an evangelist for 
the teen program, we were put in contact 
with Evangelist Buddy McNorton. While 
confirming his services we discovered he also 
graduated from Ambassador, a classmate 
and friend of Brian Clay.  
We made arrangements with Brian and 
Shannon James to provide housing for 
Brother Clay and his family. He said that he 
believes he knows them and has stayed in 
their home already when they were in school 
in Pensacola, Florida. Sure enough, he trav-
eled from Ambassador in North Carolina to 
Pensacola with Paul Oatsvall to visit his 
finance (a classmate of Shannon’s) and 
stayed with Brian and Shannon . As they 
say, “it’s a small world.”  
 
 


